
MUSIC

Intent
The National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music
• Be taught to sing, create and compose music
• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated.

At Acomb First School the intention is that children gain a firm understanding of
what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and
composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical
genres. Our objective is to develop a curiosity for the subject, as well as an
understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music,
and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish to be expressed in any
person’s life. We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and
importance of music in the wider community, and are able to use their musical
skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve themselves in music, in a variety of
different contexts.

Implementation
The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This
is embedded in the classroom activities through a clear and comprehensive scheme
of work in line with the national curriculum through Charanga. The elements of
music are taught in the classroom lessons so that children are able to use some of
the language of music to dissect it, and understand how it is made, played,
appreciated and analysed. They also learn how to compose focussing on different
dimensions of music, which in turn feeds their understanding when listening,
playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion and
vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding of
musical elements without the added complexity of an instrument.

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS

• A rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive composing and performance work.

• A musical understanding underpinned by high levels of aural perception, internalisation and knowledge of music, including high or rapidly developing levels of technical
expertise.

• Very good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres.

• An excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the historical, social and cultural origins of music - contributes to the diversity of musical styles.

• The ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using musical terminology effectively, accurately and appropriately.

• A passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities.

THRESHOLD CONCEPTS

Perform
This concept involves understanding that music is created to be performed.

Compose



This concept involves appreciating that music is created through a process which has a number of techniques.

Transcribe
This concept involves understanding that compositions need to be understood by others and that there are techniques and a language for communicating them.

Describe music
This concept involves appreciating the features and effectiveness of musical elements.

Threshold Concept Foundation Milestone 1 Milestone 2 Milestone 3
Perform
This concept involves
understanding that music
is created to be
performed.

● Listening and attention:

children listen attentively

in a range of situations.

They listen to stories,

accurately anticipating

key events and respond

to what they hear with

relevant comments,

questions or actions.

They give their attention

to what others say and

respond appropriately,

while engaged in another

activity.

● Understanding: children

follow instructions

involving several ideas or

actions. They answer

‘how’ and ‘why’

questions about their

experiences and in

response to stories or

events.

● Speaking: children

express themselves

• Take part in singing, accurately
following the melody.
• Follow instructions on how and
when to sing or play an instrument.
• Make and control long and short
sounds, using voice and
instruments.
• Imitate changes in pitch.

• Sing from memory with
accurate pitch.
• Sing in tune.
• Maintain a simple part within
a group.
• Pronounce words within a
song clearly.
• Show control of voice.
• Play notes on an instrument
with care so that they are clear.
• Perform with control and
awareness of others.

• Sing or play from memory with
confidence.
• Perform solos or as part of an
ensemble.
• Sing or play expressively and in
tune.
• Hold a part within a round.
• Sing a harmony part confidently
and accurately.
• Sustain a drone or a melodic
ostinato to accompany singing.
• Perform with controlled breathing
(voice) and skillful playing
(instrument).

Compose
This concept involves
appreciating that music is
created through a process
which has a number of
techniques.

• Create a sequence of long and
short sounds.
• Clap rhythms.
• Create a mixture of different
sounds (long and short, loud and
quiet, high and low).
• Choose sounds to create an
effect.
• Sequence sounds to create an
overall effect.
• Create short, musical patterns.
• Create short, rhythmic phrases.

• Compose and perform
melodic songs.
• Use sound to create abstract
effects.
• Create repeated patterns
with a range of instruments.
• Create accompaniments for
tunes.
• Use drones as
accompaniments.
• Choose, order, combine and
control sounds to create an
effect.
• Use digital technologies to
compose pieces of music.

• Create songs with verses and a
chorus.
• Create rhythmic patterns with an
awareness of timbre and duration.
• Combine a variety of musical
devices, including melody, rhythm
and chords.
• Thoughtfully select elements for a
piece in order to gain a defined
effect.
• Use drones and melodic ostinati
(based on the pentatonic scale).
• Convey the relationship between
the lyrics and the melody.



effectively, showing

awareness of listeners’

needs. They use past,

present and future forms

accurately when talking

about events that have

happened or are to

happen in the future.

They develop their own

narratives and

explanations by

connecting ideas or

events.

• Use digital technologies to
compose, edit and refine pieces of
music.

Transcribe
This concept involves
understanding that
compositions need to be
understood by others and
that there are techniques
and a language for
communicating them.

• Use symbols to represent a
composition and use them to help
with a performance.

• Devise non-standard symbols
to indicate when to play and
rest.
• Recognise the notes EGBDF
and FACE on the musical stave.
• Recognise the symbols for a
minim, crotchet and semibreve
and say how many beats they
represent.

• Use the standard musical notation
of crotchet, minim and semibreve to
indicate how many beats to play.
• Read and create notes on the
musical stave.
• Understand the purpose of the
treble and bass clefs and use them
in transcribing compositions.
• Understand and use the # (sharp)
and♭ (flat) symbols.
• Use and understand simple time
signatures.

Describe music
This concept involves
appreciating the features
and effectiveness of
musical elements.

• Identify the beat of a tune.
• Recognise changes in timbre,
dynamics and pitch.

• Use the terms: duration,
timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,
texture and use of silence to
describe music.
• Evaluate music using musical
vocabulary to identify areas of
likes and dislikes.
• Understand layers of sounds
and discuss their effect on
mood and feelings.

• Choose from a wide range of
musical vocabulary to accurately
describe and appraise music
including:

• pitch
• dynamics
• tempo
• timbre
• texture
• lyrics and melody
• sense of occasion
• expressive
• solo
• rounds
• harmonies
• accompaniments
• drones
• cyclic patterns
• combination of musical

elements
• cultural context.



• Describe how lyrics often reflect
the cultural context of music and
have social meaning.

BREADTH OF STUDY
EYFS KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2

Communication
● Beginning to use more complex sentences to link

thoughts (e.g. using and, because).

● Can retell a simple past event in correct order (e.g.

went down slide, hurt finger).

● Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is

happening and anticipate what might happen next,

recall and relive past experiences.

● Questions why things happen and gives

explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how.

● Uses a range of tenses (e.g. play, playing, will play,

played).

● Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people

that are of particular importance to them.

● Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of

their experiences.

● Uses talk in pretending that objects stand for

something else in play, e,g, ‘This box is my castle.’

• Use their voices expressively by singing songs and
speaking chants and rhymes.

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a
range of high-quality live and recorded music.

• Make and combine sounds using the inter-related
dimensions of music.

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts,
using voice and playing instruments with increasing
accuracy, control and expression.

• Improvise and compose music using the inter-related
dimensions of music separately and in combination.

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with
increasing aural memory.

• Use and understand the basics of the stave and other
musical notations.

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of
high-quality live and recorded music from different
traditions and from great musicians and composers.

• Develop an understanding of the history of music.

Impact
Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme, which allows students to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. Music
will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy
music, in as many ways as they choose- either as listener, creator or performer. They can dissect music and comprehend its parts. They can sing and feel a pulse. They
understand how to further develop skills less known to them, should they ever develop an interest in their lives.


